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CONFIDENTIAL SAIGON 15011 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, TH, VN 

SUBJECT: THAI-DRV RELATIONS CONDITIONED ON U.S. WITHDRAWAL 
REF : FBIS SAIGON 030520 DECEMBER 74 (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: IN A NOVEMBER 27 LETTER THE DRV FOREIGN MINISTER TOLD 
HIS THAI COUNTERPART THAT HANOI WOULD BE READY TO NEGOTIATE 
"IMMEDIATELY'' THE NORMALIZATION OF DRV/RTG RELATIONS IF THE RTG 
"COMPLETELY AND PERMANENTLY" RIDS THAILAND OF U.S. TROOPS AND 
BASES AND "TRULY RESPECTS THE FUNDAMENTAL NATIONAL RIGHTS" OF 
THE VARIOUS INDOCHINESE PEOPLES. ON THE HEELS OF RECENT RTG 
FEELERS. HANOI’S DEMARCHE IS SEEN AS AN ATTEMPT TO PUT THE 
BALL BACK IN BANGKOK'S COURT WITHOUT MODERATING THE DRV'S 
TRUCULENT STAND. END SUMMARY. 
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1. ON DECEMBER 3, HANOI RADIO BROADCAST (REF) WHAT IT SAID WAS THE 
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TEXT OF A NOVEMBER 27 LETTER FROM DRV FOREIGN MINISTER NGUYEN DUY 
TRINH TO HIS THAI COUNTERPART, FOREIGN MINISTER CHARUNPHAN. THE 
LETTER ASSERTS THAT NORMALIZATION OF DRV/RTG RELATIONS IS AN 
"EARNEST REQUIREMENT" AND "LEGITIMATE INTEREST" OF THE 
THAI AND VIETNAMESE PEOPLES. IT ACCUSES THE U.S. OF USING ITS 
INSTALLATIONS IN THAILAND TO "DETER THE LEGITIMATE STRUGGLE" IN 
INDOCHINA AND AVERS THAT THE "MOVEMENT" DEMANDING THAT THE U.S. 
LEAVE THE AREA AND THAT THE RTG "RENOUNCE" ITS POLICY OF 
"COLLUSION" WITH THE U.S. HAS DEVELOPED "VIGOROUSLY" IN THAILAND, 

THE REST OF ASIA AND THE U.S. 

2. WITH TYPICAL DELICACY, HANOI GOES ON TO CHARGE THE RTG WITH 
"COUNTLESS CRIMES" AGAINST VIET-NAM. LAOS AND CAMBODIA. SKIRTING 
PROVEN INSTANCES OF NORTH VIETNAMESE PENETRATION, SUBVERSION AND 
SABOTAGE IN THAILAND, THE LETTER CLAIMS THAT "NEVER HAS THE 
ARMY OF ANY INDOCHINESE COUNTRY WAGED WAR ON THAI TERRITORY." 

3. THE KEY PASSAGE OF THE LETTER STATES THAT "THE SOLE 
OBSTACLE" TO NORMALIZATION OF DRV/RTG RELATIONS IS THE LATTER’S 
"POLICY OF SERVING THE U.S. IMPERIALISTS' AGGRESSIVE AND 
INTERVENTIONIST SCHEMES IN INDOCHINA." IF THE RTG "COMPLETELY 
AND PERMANENTLY" RIDS THAILAND OF U.S. "TROOPS AND MILITARY 
BASES" AND "TRULY RESPECTS THE FUNDAMENTAL NATIONAL RIGHTS" OF 
ITS INDOCHINESE NEIGHBORS, THE DRV WOULD BE READY "IMMEDIATELY" 

TO NEGOTIATE NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS. 

4. COMMENT: HANOI APPARENTLY JUDGED THAT AN OFFICIAL, FORMAL REPLY 
TO RECENT RTG AND PRIVATE PROBES WAS IN ORDER. WHILE TRINH'S 
LETTER IS CORRECT AND POLITE IN TONE, IT IS UNYIELDING IN SUBSTANCE, 
DEMANDING THAT THE RTG VIRTUALLY ELIMINATE ALL TRACES OF ITS 
SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE U.S. AS A PRECONDITION TO DISCUSSING 
NORMALIZATION. AS USUAL, HANOI THROWS IN ANOTHER PRECONDITION 
(THAT THAILAND "TRULY RESPECT THE FUNDAMENTAL NATIONAL RIGHTS" 

OF THE VARIOUS INDOCHINESE PEOPLE), WHICH AMOUNTS TO ACCEPTANCE 
OF HANOI'S VIEW OF ITS OWN PREEMINENT POSITION IN INDO-CHINA, 
ESPECIALLY VIETNAM. THUS, EVEN SHOULD THE RTG SUBMIT TO THE 
DRV'S INSISTENCE ON DICTATING BANGKOK'S POLICIES TOWARD THE U.S., 
HANOI COULD AND PROBABLY WOULD STILL REFUSE TO NEGOTIATE ON 
NORMALIZING RELATIONS OVER SOME ALLEGED RTG ACT OF DISRESPECT 
OF WHAT HANOI HAS DECIDED ARE "FUNDAMENTAL NATIONAL RIGHTS" 
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OF THE INDOCHINESE PEOPLES. END COMMENT. 
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